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SISTER HELEN PREJEAN, C.S.J. 
Sister Helen Prejean is the author of Dead Man Walking: An Eye Witness Account of the Death Penalty 
· in the U. S. (Random House, 1993; Vintage, 1994), which was on The New York Times best-seller list 
for 31 weeks and subsequently nominated for a Pulitzer Prize. Dead Man Walking became a film, 
·~~·· written and directed by Tim Robbins, and stan·ing Susan Sarandon who rec~ived the Oscar for best 
actress in 1996 for her portrayal of Sister Helen. Librettist Terrance McNally and composer Jake 
Heggie converted Dead Man Walking into an opera that was first performed by the San Francisco 
· Opera October 2000, and is now touring the country. 
Sister Helen received her B.A. in English fro!U St. Mary's Dominican College in her native New 
Orleans, La., in 1962 and her M.A. in Religious Education from St. Paul's University in Ottawa, 
. ·Canada, in 1973. She joined the Sisters of St. Joseph of Medialle in 1957. In 1981 she began 
counseling death row inmates at Louisiana State Penitentiary and continues this ministry today. 
Sister Helen has received many awards, including the Laetare Medal from Notre Dame University, the 
Champion of Liberty Award from the U.S. Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, and the Sanctity 
of Life Award from the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. She is also the honorary 
chairperson of the Moratorium Campaign, a group gathering signatures for a worldwide moratorium on 
·. the death penalty. 
